Sunday, November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
GATHERING SONG Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520)
GATHERING SONG The King Shall Come (ELW 260)
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: A reading from Isaiah 64:1-9
1
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known to your
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid
yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on
your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into
the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all
the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now
consider, we are all your people. Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
1

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.
3
Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4
O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
17
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18
And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

GOSPEL: The holy gospel according to Mark 13:24-37
Glory to you, O Lord.
Please use your Bible to read along with Pastor Wade as he shares the Gospel
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord, What a Morning (ELW 438)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for
everyone in need. We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice,

peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them with compassion
and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded,
and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain,
addiction, and other invisible illnesses (especially). Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those
whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the
completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OFFERING TO GOD
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the
desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life
to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247)
DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God.
SONG OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

