
1st SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS                                                                                 JANUARY 1, 2023 

WELCOME— Bob Dorn 

GATHERING HYMNS: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” ............................................................... .# 270 

“Away In a Manger” .......................................................................................................................... .# 277 

MORNING PRAYER 

P: Please join with me in the prayer of the day: 

C: Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 

salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

+WORD+ 

FIRST READING: NUMBERS 6: 22-27 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

Israelites: You shall say to them, 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face to 

shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 

peace. 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

L: Word of God Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  8 
1O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; you 

have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

human beings that you should care for them?  
5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. 

6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;  

you have put all things under their feet: 
7all |flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
9O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

SECOND READING: GALATIANS 4:4-7 

Word of4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. God 

Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” .............................................................. #279 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 2:15-21 

P: The holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 



they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON “A Time of Waiting, A Time of Growth” ................................................................... Bob Dorn 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Joy to the World” ......................................................................................... #267 

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

P: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of 

the earth, and the whole human family. A brief silence. 

P: God of grace, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let’s share Christ’s peace with one another. 

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: Let us pray: 

C: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song 

of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Remember us into your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

SENDING SONGS:  

“Jingle Bells” 

“Go Tell it on the Mountain” .............................................................................................................. #290 

BLESSING 

P: God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon your 

hearts, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

P: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Go in peace. God is with us! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

SONG OF PEACE  (You may join hands.)  


