Sunday, September 6, 2020
14th Sunday after Pentecost
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift
of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with
your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
GATHERING SONG

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray.
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: A reading from Ezekiel 33:7-11 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40
me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
34
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart.
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
36
Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.
38
Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
40
Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.
33Teach

SECOND READING: A reading from Romans 13:8-14 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: The holy gospel according to Matthew 18:15-20
Glory to you, O Lord. Please use your Bibles.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
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under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. Protect your
creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven
places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation, teaching
us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that
protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body,
mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment for
all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING TO GOD/OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now
to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of
life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

Where Charity and Love Prevail (ELW 359)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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