
  

 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer   |   Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

January, 2022 

Dear Friends, 

Some folks have asked for a ‘re-run’ of a story I 
shared in a recent sermon. 

The story is true, some of the details maybe a little 
fuzzy, but the gist of it is this: 

Several years ago, some new clients came into my 
business office. They were recently retired, and 
decided to settle in Morgan County. The breadwinner 
was an engineer, and his career required the family to 
move frequently—well over 20 times!-- throughout 
the United States. 

They were thrilled that they were able to unpack all of 
their stuff and settle in. Often they were not going to 
be in one place for very long, so they just unpacked 
essentials. Sometimes they moved into a tiny space, 
and had to store many of their boxes. Never had they 
gotten to unpack everything. 

The couple had a system: each box was packed, taped 
securely, and labeled for the room it went in or the 
person it belonged to: Bdrm, Ktchn, T for Tom, M for 
Mary, J for John and so on. 

There was one good-sized, heavy box, marked ‘J’ for 
their son John, that just never got unpacked because 
John always had all the stuff he needed before they 
got to this ‘J’ box. So it remained taped up --- moved 
hundreds and hundreds of miles, then stored or 
shoved in a corner throughout 20 years or so. 

When the couple was unpacking into their retirement 
home, John was helping them. Tom and Mary sternly 
told him that as an adult with his own home, he 
needed to take his box with him. 

It was too big for John’s car, so he got some smaller 
boxes to see if he could break down what was inside 
his ‘J’ box---maybe some childhood toys, photos, 
school projects, whatever, and get the smaller boxes 
into his car. 

So, with smaller boxes at the ready, John got out his 
trusty box cutter and started cutting the layers of tape, 
then opened the box. Mom, Dad, and John all looked 
in and gasped! The box was crammed full of junk. 
JUNK! ‘J’ for Junk! To be tossed away. Broken bits 
of this and that, rusty things, dirty mechanic’s rags, 
empty bottles, petrified garbage, It was ugly and 
awful. 

All three were appalled. They had been carefully 
hauling around this box of JUNK for decades. It was 
sad, and sort of funny, but then sad again. 

I have thought of that story over these many years. 
How often have I made a mess of things? Said the 
wrong things at the wrong time? Pouted because I did 
not get my way? Angry because someone did not do 
what I wanted them to do? Irritated because I was 
wronged and no apology was forthcoming? Or 
refused to apologize because --- I don’t know---
because maybe of some self-righteous pig-
headedness? Or felt ignored and unappreciated? Oh, 
the list of my sins could fill volumes! 

Oh! How I hate to admit these things. Worse 
than doing those things, I carefully packed them and 
carried them with me. Even WORSE, I sometimes 
would unpack them and display my own and others’ 
foibles to anyone who would give me an audience. 
Then I could feel awful, or hurt, or angry, or ashamed 
all over again. Then I would repeat. Sigh. 

I am writing this letter as much for me as for you. As 
nasty and dirty and hurtful and angry as life can 
become, we are promised that…”if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come. The old has gone, 
the new is here.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

As 2021 ends, and as 2022 begins, let us take stock of 
our ‘J for Junk’ boxes. With God’s help, let us take 
the contents to the incinerator, burn them to ashes, 
then go forward as new creations, trusting that God 
can truly make the old be gone, and the new here. 

From this moment forward, may we go on our way 
rejoicing —not perfect—but forgiven and clean and 
thoroughly and absolutely loved. 

God bless you all! 

Charlene Holzworth 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

1100 West Platte Avenue 

Fort Morgan, CO 80701 

Administrative Assistant: Terresa Lauck 

Phone: 867-8432 

Email: lcor-morgan@msn.com 

Website: www.lcorelca.org  

Office Hours: Mondays & Fridays 9-1 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 



 

 

 

January 9th 
Anxious for Nothing Bible Study 

LCOR Fellowship Hall 
4:00 PM 
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A note from your LCOR 

The Nominating Committee is prayerfully 

working to fill open spots on our church 

council for the 2022 year.  Please contact Eric 

Walek, Karrie Lambert, or Melissa Ruppel if 

you would like to nominate someone or if you 

yourself are interested. 

We are in need of help in all areas of the church but 

teller, altar guild, and media center help are very 

short handed and would welcome help 

immediately. The stewardship committee would 

like to thank those of you who have taken the time 

to fill out their time and talent sheets.  If you have 

not completed one please prayerfully consider what 

you are being called to do and fill one out and 

return.  We have an exciting and bright future and 

we want you to join us on the journey. 

Words can’t express my special thanks 

for all the things that church members, 

friends, relatives, clergy, and prayers 

have done for me in the past since my 

surgery for pancreatic cancer. 

Everything from grocery shopping, 

church attendance, meals brought in, and 

recently drivers to Sterling for 5 days a 

week for 5 weeks, so my sincere 

appreciation and thanks. Also thank you 

for the recognition of our membership 

and the beautiful gifts you gave us. With 

sincere appreciation! Thanks for the 

goodness of God! 

Ardyce Johnson 



  

 

We would like to thank everyone for attending 

our Congregational Strategy meeting on Sunday, 

December 12th.  There were several tough 

questions presented to the group and lots of good 

discussion around the questions.    

We have compiled all the information and the 

Church Council will be looking into all the 

comments further at the next council 

meeting.  The council will plan to share more 

information with the entire congregation at the 

January 16th Annual Meeting.  Together we will come up with next steps in moving forward.    

If you were unable to attend, please feel free to respond to the same questions found below in this 

newsletter  and turn your written responses into the church office or email them to                                         

lcor-morgan@msn.com.   Or, you may respond via the online form found on our website. 

Thank you again for all your  

responses and participation in this 

process as LCOR determines how to 

best move forward.    

Thank you,  

Your Church Council  

LCOR FUTURE PLANNING 

QUESTIONS 

A.  What is happening at LCOR that  is causing our  

       pastors to leave negatively? 

1. What is one thing I can personally change about 

myself that can contribute to a culture change at 

LCOR?  

2. Who are we as LCOR?  Define us!  

 (list strengths & weaknesses)  

3. How do we engage members to give of their time and 

talents?  

4. How do we reach financial stability?  
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Did you know LCOR’s WELCA group has a continuous 

fundraiser?  They stock a few of the most popular RADA 

items at the church but anyone can order at anytime from the 

entire catalog online at  

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=4301246.040230   

They offer fast shipping and WELCA receives a percentage of all sales if they are purchased 

using the link.  These are great products, so keep this in mind when you’re shopping for cutlery or 

other kitchen needs.  



 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

                                11:30 AM 

                        Sunday,  

                 January 16, 2022 

We will 

have a potluck  

lunch following 

the annual meeting. 

Please bring a dish or two 

to share and plan to join us 

in the fellowship hall.   

The annual meeting 

is an important part of our 

church. The budget will be 

set for the 2022 calendar year, the 

council will have follow-up information 

from our future planning session held on December 

12th, new congregation members will be elected to serve 

on the church council, and members to serve on next year’s 

nominating committee will be sought out.  This is a great  

opportunity to inform yourself about what has been happening 

here at LCOR and to have a voice in where we go from here. 

Hope you are able to attend!  

Copies of the annual report containing information 

from all committees will be available by  

Sunday, January 9th.   

Several churches started having problems with squirrels damaging 

their buildings. 

The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about 

their squirrel infestation. After much prayer and consideration, they 

concluded that the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they 

should not interfere with God’s divine will. 

 

At the Baptist church, the squirrels had taken an interest in the 

baptistry. The deacons met and decided to put a water-slide on the 

baptistry and let the squirrels drown themselves. The squirrels liked 

the slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as many squirrels showed up 

the following week. 

 

The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God’s creatures. So, 

they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them free near the Baptist church. Two weeks later, 

the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the water-slide. 

 

The Episcopalians tried a much more unique path by setting out pans of whiskey around their 

church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol poisoning. They sadly learned how much 

damage a band of drunk squirrels can do. 

 

But the Catholic church came up with a more creative strategy! They baptized all the squirrels and 

made them members of the church. Now they only see them on Christmas and Easter. 
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Please pray for the following who have 

been submitted to our prayer list:   

Rockie Ernst 

Luke Makings 

Steven Kidder 

Nichole Centa 

Norman & Sue Kenitzer 

Lloyd Crews 

Zach Griffith 

Harley & Janice Ernst 
Please call the church office if we have 

missed anyone or if there is an error. 

LCOR January Birthdays 

Roxie Larson    1st 

Shelly Bristol    8th 

Richard Ruppel    8th 

Allie Lauck     10th 

Joseph Kral     11th 

Wyatt Ruppel    19th 

Owen Skovgaard    22nd 

Amber Lauck    30th 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill & Nancy Lauck   31st 
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Celebration and Memories of Sonja Walek 

A reception honoring Sonja Walek will be held on  

Sunday, January 9, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. 

in Radloff Hall of  

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Please plan to attend bringing memories to share. 

Light refreshments will be served. 
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Thank you for the many gifts 

and support you have given us 

at this time. Thank you to the 

ladies who served the reception 

afterward and to all who baked 

the delicious goodies. 

The Family of Warren Parker 

Thank you for your kindness 

during this trying time. It was 

so very much appreciated. 

Doris Thiel Family 



  

 

Saturday,, January 1  

Numbers 6:22-27  

Psalm 8  

Galatians 4:4-7  

Luke 2:15-21  
 

Sunday, January 2  

Psalm 147:12-20  

Proverbs 1:1-7  

James 3:13-18  

 

Monday, January 3  

Psalm 72  

Job 42:10-17  

Luke 8:16-21  
 

Tuesday, January 4  

Psalm 72  

Isaiah 6:1-5  

Acts 7:44-53  
 

Wednesday, January 5  

Psalm 72  

Jeremiah 31:7-14  

John 1:[1-9] 10-18  
 

Thursday, January 6 

Isaiah 60:1-6  

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  

Ephesians 3:1-12  

Matthew 2:1-12  
 

Friday, January 7  

Psalm 72  

Daniel 2:1-19  

Ephesians 4:17—5:1 

Saturday, January 8  

Psalm 72  

Daniel 2:24-49  

Ephesians 5:15-20  

 

Sunday, January 9 

Isaiah 43:1-7  

Psalm 29  

Acts 8:14-17  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
 

Monday, January 10 

Psalm 106:1-12  

Judges 4:1-16  

Ephesians 6:10-17  

 

Tuesday, January  11 

Psalm 106:1-12  

Judges 5:12-21  

1 John 5:13-21  

 

Wednesday, January  12 

Psalm 106:1-12  

Numbers 27:1-11  

Luke 11:33-36  

 

Thursday, January  13  

Psalm 36:5-10  

Jeremiah 3:1-5  

Acts 8:18-24  

 

Friday, January  14 

Psalm 36:5-10  

Jeremiah 3:19-25  

1 Corinthians 7:1-7  

 

Saturday, January  15 

Psalm 36:5-10  

Jeremiah 4:1-4  

Luke 11:14-23  

 

Sunday, January 16 

Isaiah 62:1-5  

Psalm 36:5-10  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11  

John 2:1-11  

 

Monday, January 17 

Psalm 145  

Isaiah 54:1-8  

Romans 12:9-21  

 

Tuesday, January 18 

Psalm 145  

Song of Solomon 4:1-8  

1 Corinthians 1:3-17  

 

Wednesday, January 19 

Psalm 145  
Song of Solomon 4:9—5:1  

Luke 5:33-39  

 

Thursday, January 20 

Psalm 19  

Isaiah 61:1-7  

Romans 7:1-6  

 

Friday, January 21 

Psalm 19  

Nehemiah 2:1-10  

Romans 12:1-8  

 

Saturday, January 22 

Psalm 19  

Nehemiah 5:1-13  

Luke 2:39-52  

 

Sunday, January 23 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  

Psalm 19  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  

Luke 4:14-21  

 

 

 

 

Monday, January  24 

Psalm 119:89-96  

Jeremiah 36:1-10  

1 Corinthians 14:1-12  
 

Tuesday, January 25 

Psalm 119:89-96  

Jeremiah 36:11-26  

2 Corinthians 7:2-12  

 

Wednesday, January 26 

Psalm 119:89-96  

Jeremiah 36:27-32  

Luke 4:38-44  

 

Thursday, January 27 

Psalm 71:1-6  

2 Chronicles 34:1-7  

Acts 10:44-48  

 

Friday, January 28 

Psalm 71:1-6  

2 Chronicles 35:20-27  

Acts 19:1-10  

 

Saturday, January 29 

Psalm 71:1-6  

2 Chronicles 36:11-21  

John 1:43-51  

 

Sunday, January 30 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  

Psalm 71:1-6  

1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

Luke 4:21-30  

 

Monday, January 31 

Psalm 56  

1 Kings 17:8-16  

1 Corinthians 2:6-16  
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Congregational Council Meeting Minutes 

December 2, 2021 

 

Council Members Present:  Melissa Ruppel, Eric Walek, Karen Temple, Jenn Kral, and via Zoom, Marci 

Wickham 

Also present:  Terresa Lauck and Kay Carter 

Vice President Melissa Ruppel called the meeting to order at 6:03 and everyone read the council behavioral 

covenant in unison. 

Marci made a motion to approve the agenda. Eric seconded; motion passed. 

Karen made a motion to approve the minutes. Eric seconded; motion passed. 

Karen made motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Marci seconded; motion passed. 

Kay Carter attended the meeting in order to give some input from a congregation member.  She expressed 

frustration with the issues our church has been facing.  As a new member, it bothers her to feel she is being 

reprimanded by Pastor through and during his sermons.  She is unaware of which members are causing 

disruption, but she wants to get to the bottom of it so we can correct the behavior.  Kay was given the 

impression that Pastor Sarah is attending our congregational meeting on December 12th in order to shut down 

our church.  Council reassured her this is not the case - we are actually having the meeting in order to make a 

plan for the future.  We shared our goals with Kay, as well as the hurdles that lie ahead.   

Old Business 

We have a draft prepared for congregational meeting discussion on December 12th.  We’ll hold the meeting in 

the fellowship hall and have poster board and markers to take down input.  We’ll have copies of the 

congregational covenant available.  We will respectfully ask that if a member has a grievance, please come 

meet with council members in a separate session.   

Terresa is going to get an updated list of congregation members to the nominating committee for their efforts. 

New Business 

Terresa is taking on extra responsibility now that we have no pastor.  She is having to make decisions on the 

fly and spending extra time performing tasks.  Example:  Trinity Lutheran held a funeral at our church this 

week and it was communicated through Deacon Ro Fesser.  We have directed Terresa to use her best 

judgement, keep the council informed, but don’t wait for council response/permission to make these 

decisions.   

Compensation for Charlene Holzworth and Ro Fesser is in question.  They have been performing “extra” 

tasks, over and above officiating church service, and we may want to compensate them.  We are thinking it 

would be wise to wait until the end of December, keep a running list of these tasks, and then come up with a 

fair figure at that time that might be split between LCOR and BLC. 

For 2022, We have Bill Kindel lined up for January 2nd.  We can ask Charlene Holzworth to fill in three 

Sundays each month?  We will have communion just one Sunday, the 1st Sunday, each month.  We will be 

needing an interim Pastor at some point, but we’re unsure of the process and time frame.  We will reach out to 

the Episcopalian church in town to inquire about a shared pastor, who we believe might currently be a supply 

pastor.   

The Council Steward for the week needs to be at church about 45 minutes early to let the Pastor into the 

church, and get him/her prepared for the service.   
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We will have Time and Talent surveys available at the congregational meeting on December 12th, and will 

make a plea for volunteers to fill jobs such as Altar Guild, sound board, etc. 

We need to appoint a third member of the auditing committee. Elsie Menken’s term is up, but we have agreed 

to ask her to serve another term.   

We will give Deacon Ro Fesser a key to the building so she can access the building as needed.  

Gary Kolpin and Roxie Larson have transferred their membership to a church in Arizona that they have 

attended seasonally in the past.  They will keep an associate membership here at LCOR.   

Other Business 

Eric wanted to discuss the Pastoral Care Committee and why they didn’t report any red flags with Pastor’s 

situation and his issues that he was struggling with.  We re-visited the details surrounding the events that led 

to Pastor leaving.  Pastor Wade had support from members, Bishop Gonia, and the ELCA.  He just could not 

work past the issues he had once he asked the custodians to step down. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Marci Wickham 

GENERAL FUND 

   BALANCE November 1, 2021               ($ 761.21)                                                                         

   November Receipts                   $ 4,784.00 

   November Disbursements               ($ 12,955.96) 

BALANCE November 30, 2021          ($ 8,933.17) 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  
November Financials 
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Thanks to all who helped to decorate the 

church and make it beautiful this Advent and 

Christmas season!  As the seasons draw to a 

close, we are once again in need of volunteers 

to help un-deck the halls. We will be 

undecorating following worship service on the 

2nd of January and would love it if you could 

be there to help. 



 

 

We thank those who offer their gifts in leading worship this month. 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

January 
2022 2 9 16 23 30 

Lector Karen Temple Jenn Kral Wanda Rosten Karen Temple Karen Liston 

Acolyte  Jacob Kral   
Stefanie 
Liston 

Usher/
Greeter 

Karen Temple Kral Family Wanda Rosten Karen Temple 
Dave 

Jorgensen 

Altar Guild      

Council  
Steward 

Karen Temple Jenn Kral  Karen Temple  

Media 
Center 

     

Teller Shelly Bristol  Carri Brown Carol Foos Carol Foos 

Fellowship 
Host 

Shelly Bristol Betty Dahl Diane Nicklas Betty Dahl Karen Liston 

Organist Diane Nicklas Diane Nicklas Kristal Sneed Kristal Sneed Kristal Sneed 

Pastor Bill Kindel Dan Bollman 
Charlene 

Holzworth 
Charlene 

Holzworth 
Charlene 

Holzworth 

Like Lutheran Church of  
Our Redeemer on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/lcorfortmorgan 

LCOR Congregation Council Members & Officers 
The Congregation Council is the core leadership body of the congregation. They are 

charged with overseeing and directing the life and mission of our church. We encourage 

you to talk with them!  Please pray for their ministry as they provide leadership to LCOR. 

Karen Temple, President 842-4310 

Melissa Ruppel, Vice-President 303-472-2054 

Marci Wickham, Secretary 768-9259 

Alex Higgins 768-1391 

Jennifer Kral 380-1081 

Eric Walek 867-9288  

Allie Lauck 768-3145 

Terresa Lauck, Treasurer 768-3143 
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer                  January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Bill Kindel 

10:30am Worship 

Baptism of Our Lord 
Dan Bollman 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm Sonja Walek Celebration 
4:00pm Bible Study 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Charlene Holzworth 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Annual Meeting & Potluck 

 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Charlene Holzworth 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

4th Sunday of Epiphany 

Charlene Holzworth 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

6:00pm  

Council Meeting 

3:45pm  

WELCA Board 

Meeting 9:30am  

WELCA  

Bible Study 
6:30am 

Men’s Bible Study 

6:30am 

Men’s Bible Study 
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