Sunday, August 23, 2020
12th Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
We come before You; Eternal Three in One ☩. Open now our hearts to the grace of Your Word. Amen.
Holy One, we turn to You in our times of crisis. Let Your Holy Spirit comfort us in our distress. Pour out
your mercy through Jesus Your Son, that we may grow into the fullness of His way. Amen.
We raise our sin before You Lord in the presence of one another. Eternal God, we confess that we have lost
our way. We have erred in staying true to You; and to that which You have taught us. We have not
kept You first in our hearts; we have not treated our neighbors as You have showed us. Holy God have
mercy on us. Bring us into a new day, so that we will know Your love and abundance. Amen.
In the great truth of Your Word O God, Jesus was given to die for us. By His righteousness Your mercy
abounds for us. As a called and ordained member of the Body of Christ, and by Jesus’ authority, I tell you
all, your sins are forgiven. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 813)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: A reading from Isaiah:51:1-6 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 138
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 2I will
bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and
faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 3When I called, you
answered me; you increased my strength within me. 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O
LORD, when they have heard the words of your mouth. 5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that
great is the glory of the LORD. 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from
afar. 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the
fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 8You will make good your purpose for me; O
LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
SECOND READING: A reading from Romans12:1-8 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Please use your Bibles.
The holy gospel according to Matthew 16:13-20 Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
APOSTLES CREED

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God.
Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs to
theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you give us.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy and
fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us.
According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or
adversity, or sick and in need of care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in
ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church for the sake
of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and gladness. In
blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. Bring us with them to our
heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING TO GOD
OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with
good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with food
and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
SONG OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

