
3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                                                 DECEMBER 11, 2022 

We light three Advent Candles ; the third candle represents HOPE; Hope for deliverance from 

hardships, from illness, from self-hatred, from lack of confidence, unhappiness, turmoil, and lots of 

losses. May the HOPE of Christ dwell in you and keep you in God’s grace. 

WELCOME 

Advent, a time of waiting and a time of growth in faith and action. Close your eyes and listen to the 

Taize chanting “Wait For the Lord”,” #262 . Let go and let God, The Holy Spirit, come in and renew 

your mind, body and soul.             

GATHERING HYMN: “O, Come, O, Come Emmanuel” (verses 1, 2, 4) ......................................... # 257 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 

MORNING PRAYER 

Please join with me in the prayer of the day: 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 

transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 

majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are 

of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. God will come and save you.” Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a 

deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. A 

highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the violent will not find it, but it shall be 

only for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. And the devoted to the Lord shall 

return, and come to  the mountain of the Lord with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Word of God Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 146:5-10 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the captive free. 

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the Lord loves the righteous. 

The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 SECOND READING: JAMES 5:7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 

from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be 

patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one 



another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of 

suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Word of God 

Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Change My Heart O God” ................................................................. #801 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 11:2-11 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah/Christ was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 

to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.” As they 

went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 

look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 

Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born of 

women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON “A Time of Waiting, A Time of Growth”     .........................................Pastor Liliana Stahlberg 

HYMN OF THE DAY “All Earth is Hopeful” (verses 1, 3, 4) ......................................................... # 266 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe God, a divine presence, gentle and loving, the ground of our being. We believe Jesus, 

who embodied the love of God, and who urged his followers to express that same love in their 

daily lives. We believe the Holy Spirit, as God’s continuing presence in our world, surrounding 

us with compassion. We believe the church is the Body of Christ where people gather to praise 

and learn about Christ, to share our concern for one another, and to bring justice and healing to 

all of God’s Creation. Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. A 

brief silence….. God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Let’s share Christ’s peace with one another. 

OFFERING We are now invited to praise God with our offering! 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 

these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for 

all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

COMMUNION HYMN: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” ............................................................... #241 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 

body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 

us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to 

birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY” (verses 1 & 4) ....................................... #264 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, + 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is coming soon! Thanks be to God. 

SONG OF PEACE  (You may join hands.)  

C: My peace I give unto you. It’s a peace that the world cannot give. It’s a peace that the world 

cannot understand. Peace to know, peace to live. My peace I give unto you. 


