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“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 

not want. He makes me lie down in 

green pastures; 

He leads me beside still waters;  

He restores my soul.  

He leads me in right paths for his 

names sake.” 

 Psalm 23:1-3 

     The Psalm quoted above is of course one of           

everyone’s favorites. It is known far and wide; and 

brings comfort in the midst of trouble. It is attributed 

to king David in which David sings of “trust” in the 

Lord. We sing it in church and often at funerals, as    

we call upon the Lord to guide us through that which 

is troubling us.  

     As I looked ahead to May I saw that Psalm 23 will 

be the Psalm reading for the First Sunday in May; the 

Fourth Sunday of Easter. While I am writing this     

letter to you all it is hard to imagine what the First       

Sunday in May will look like. As of now we are deep 

in the midst of Physical distancing and self imposed 

isolation at home. As we watch the news there are 

thousands of cases of COVID-19 right here in the 

state of Colorado; and our own care facilities have 

been infected. I pray that when the First Sunday of 

May does eventually get here that we are continuing 

to do the best we can to stem the tide of sickness and 

death in our communities! 

     In the midst of our COVID-19 crisis I give thanks 

to God for the response of BLCOR! I’m referring          

specifically of the way in which we set up and               

implemented a “check-in” phone tree that at first was 

directed toward our shut-ins. But then it expanded and 

our callers began calling everybody in the directory. 

The enthusiasm that the Holy Spirit brought to us 

spilled over and more people asked if they could be 

part of the calling; and so new lists were made and 

divided up so that those who wanted to participate 

could! I even received some calls from people       

checking in with me seeing how I was doing!!!       

Praise the Lord!  

     If you haven’t heard the Christian Education       

Department at LCOR has undertaken having Sunday 

School on line. You should tune in and hear about 

“Skippy.” I’ll leave it at that, you can find out more 

on your own!! At last count I think the Director’s told 

me there were 24 they thought were participating with 

the Easter crafts and the telling of Jesus’ crucifixion 

and resurrection. Praise the Lord; again and again. 

Thank you to all who work in the Christian Ed         

department you are doing great things! 

     By now I hope you realize that we are doing virtual 

worship on Facebook. This has been a learning                

experience for me, as I am not a very “techy” person. 

So far things appear to be going alright; I’m learning 

bits and pieces. This includes “zooming” with you all 

for some different things. Zoom has proven to be a 

great vehicle for Council meetings and Bible Studies, 

and Conference meetings with the Rocky Mountain 

Synod. So, you see, we are adapting and changing 

with the time. And even though it may seem that we 

are walking through the valley of the shadow of death, 

we need not fear for our God is with us. The Lord 

comforts us; and we can place our trust and hope 

there. Thanks be to God! Sincerely, Pastor Wade 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

603 Custer     
Brush, CO  80723 
Phone: 842-2246 

Email: lutheranchurchbrush@yahoo.com 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

1100 West Platte Avenue 
Fort Morgan, CO  80701     
Phone: 867-8432 

Email: lcor-morgan@msn.com    

Office Hours 

Available via phone & email during this time  

Pastor Wade Brinkopf 

Cell Phone: 319-239-5503 

Terresa Lauck; 768-3143 

Worship Schedule 

No church gatherings until further notice 



Bishop Gonia and Synod Council Recommendations on Reopening 

Beloved in Christ,  

As we journey through this Easter season, it’s time to address the question of when and how we might 

gather in person as church in light of changing restrictions about stay-at-home policies in the five 

states of our synod...  

While there is a great desire on everyone’s part to return to something “normal,” the simple fact is that 

the reopening of our country, states, and communities will include a progression of steps leading to a 

new life rhythm for us all. Many of the protocols implemented during the stay-at-home orders—

including remaining home unless necessary, social distancing, and the wearing of masks in pub-

lic—will need to remain in effect in most places for the foreseeable future. It’s important for us to 

recognize that the only reason the rate of infections has begun to plateau or even lessen is because we 

have adhered to these protocols for the sake of our life together and out of consideration for our most 

vulnerable neighbors. Now is NOT the time for us to lessen our caution, lest there be a second wave 

of infection, perhaps worse than the first.  

For this reason and based on the information available to us at this time, we—your bishop and 

Synod Council—strongly recommend that no in-person gatherings be held by congregations or 

ministries in our synod through at least the end of May. 

Beloved in Christ, Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! As of this date, we know the       

following: In Colorado, the state will move from stay-at-home to safe-at-home protocols on April 27; 

gatherings of more than 10 will still be prohibited. Changes to local policies are being considered 

within the context of nationally recommended protocols about how to safely relax current restrictions.  

Towards the end of next month, we will assess the situation and update this recommendation; it is 

very likely that there will continue to be restrictions on our ability to gather through much of the     

summer, if not into the fall. As always, we encourage you to pay close attention to advice from the 

CDC and local public health officials. In the meantime, we have before us a choice as Christ’s 

Church.  We can endure the next month and beyond, only lamenting what we have lost in our life as 

church. Or, as we give attention to our grief, we can also live into the invitation to be a Church         

Becoming. Knowing that we may have many months before us until we can safely gather in familiar 

ways, we can explore new dimensions for how to be church in this time, expanding our capacity to 

use digital technology and other resources to foster authentic community. We can imagine ways of 

reaching beyond ourselves to those who may never have set foot in our churches yet desperately long 

for the good news of a cross-shaped love that will not let us go. We can experiment with new ways to 

embody Christ’s love for those who are most impacted by this pandemic. We can ask what it means to 

meet and serve our neighbors and world at a time when we can’t be with them in person.  In short, we 

can live into the Spirit’s promise to become the very church we have been gifted to be. The church has 

always found new Spirit-led life when living through challenging and chaotic circumstances. Let us 

embrace this opportunity to respond to our current situation with faith, hope, and openness to where 

the Spirit is leading͕ trusting that nothing is ever wasted in God’s economy, not even during a                 

pandemic. This is a good time for us to move from a posture of emergency operations into one of                

investment into vital ways of being church in this new season. As we move forward together as 

Church Becoming, there are both short-term and longer-term steps we will need to be considering. 

Let’s learn together through this time, sharing best practices and new ideas, confident that the God 

who created us in love and binds us together as Christ’s Church will lead us every step of the way. 

Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!   

Yours in Faith, Bishop Jim Gonia 
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Hello everyone!!! 

I am humbled and filled with joy with the response that is coming in for our neighbors 

and staff here at Eben Ezer!!! You are all amazing with the assistance, the additional 
warriors and gifts that are being shared in the battle against Corona Virus!!!    

 

Please be aware our campus is closed to all visitors for the safety of our staff, our 

neighbors, and the community.  
 

If treats for our staff are part of your ministry, please make sure they are individually 

wrapped. For those who are bored at home, we have 225 staff people, cards of         

encouragement may be written, sent in a box or big envelopes to my attention, and I 
will write every staff member's name on a card/envelope  Be sure to include your 

name, church, location as our staff are blown away where cards come from.  

 

I can not emphasize how much your prayers and generosity is working... After our       
initial 34 staff over 2 1/2 weeks went down, we haven't had any additional cases this 

week, one of our nurses is out of the hospital, and we have had no deaths in 72 hours 

by noon today. We have had 8 staff return over the course of this week and we have, 

because of all of you, PPE to protect them and our neighbors.  

You all are AMAZING servants of the Lord!!!  
 

Thanks for walking the journey with us! Thanks for your  

commitment in helping keep everyone safe with your            

resources given to us as gifts!!!  
Count on the Lord, He is our help and our salvation!!! 

Ro Fesser 

WAYS WE CAN SUPPORT EBEN EZER? 
 Donate articles to create masks, gowns, and headgear: 

 Sheets or other pieces of material that a 25" diameter circle can be cut out 

of (these are best to not be all cotton, should include polyester, rayon, 

etc.).  This can include yard goods and men's shirts (the backs can be used) 

that you want to get rid of.  

 Elastic (1" wide or smaller) is also needed.   

 These donations can be left with Carol Livengood (842-2906) and she will get 

them to the sewers.  Give her a call.  

 If you want to sew items, contact Carol for supplies and instructions. 

 Donate snacks/meals for Eben Ezer staff, contact Ro Fesser at Eben Ezer to 

find out when they are in need 

 Create cards for staff and members. Drop off with Carol or mail to Eben Ezer 

in a box, attention Ro Fesser, and she will put names on them and distribute. 
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Toilet paper. Seriously. Will we ever take lowly “TP” for granted again?  

Toilet paper is just one of the countless everyday blessings that the pain of COVID-19 has taught us to savor 

– along with worshiping beside loved ones, going to work, getting paid, shopping, going to the movies, and 

on and on.  (What’s on your list?) 

Pain teaches us, focuses us, molds us. Pain strips away pretensions and defenses. Pain shows us what’s real, 

what’s true, what’s valuable. Pain cleanses our spirit and draws us closer to God. 

Easter reminds us that our faith journey is all about death and rebirth. Explaining baptism in The Small        

Catechism, Martin Luther taught that baptism’s waters must daily drown our old sinful self, so that daily we 

may be born anew. As we walk in God’s sanctifying light, parts of us should be dying daily and being reborn.  

Pain? It serves as midwife in our death and rebirth. 

And COVID-19 has given us pain aplenty, far beyond the shortage of bathroom supplies. Many have lost 

loved ones, jobs, security, healthcare, homes, retirement, wellbeing and relationships. 

Pain will be long with us as we slowly inch back towards normalcy. But “normal” will probably look much 

different than what we’ve known. A “new normal” is already emerging. Do you sense it? That the pandemic 

has changed you? Us? Forever? 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, may COVID-19’s pain prune from our lives what needs to die in order for us to 

be reborn as God’s people in this “new normal.” May the “new normal” find us better stewards of our lives -- 

less greedy, less self-focused, less preoccupied with silly things, and more centered in Christ, more loving to 

our neighbor, more generous, more hopeful and more tolerant.  

Please pray for God’s peace and comfort for the family  

and friends of the  following who have recently been  

called home to be with their Lord. 

June Maupin  

(mother of Marsha Mills) 

Selma Fuerst 

Colleen Gower 

(mother of Deb Johnson) 

Inez Schwanke 
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Many thanks for the outpouring of sympathy and kindness from all who have sent cards. What an        

impact your cards (in the usually empty mailbox) have had on both Larry and I. 

This pandemic, the issue of social distancing and “stay at home” order are concerning and unnatural 

so while I can assure you that we are following orders to the best of our ability, we miss all of you. 

Mom lived a full and happy 93 years so when I cry it is tears of joy for her now (now she’s with her 

Father and my father) and tears of sadness for myself, my daughters, my brothers, sister-in-law, and 

her grand and great grandchildren who will miss her very much. 

God Bless, Deb & Larry Johnson 

 

Thank you for your prayers, thoughts, and 

cards with the passing of my dear mother and 

during my recent knee surgery.  Janet Rohde 

To Steve Rohde for constructing a new banner rack in the room couth of the sanctuary. 

To Joan’s Special Committee plus additional ladies who hosted the baptism reception for Luka 

Radke. 

To all the Call Warriors who are still making telephone calls to congregational members during this 

time of “stay at home”. 

To Beth Hocheder for cleaning the gutters on the church and mowing the lawn. 

To John Turner for all of the snow removal. 

To Esther Wyatt for the donation of books to the library. 

To Ted and Joan Pearson for providing for the fertilizer and chemical application to the church and 

parsonage lawns. 

To everyone who has made masks, gowns, etc. For Eben-Ezer.  To everyone who has donated         

supplies for these articles. 

To Chris Brinkopf for assisting Pastor Wade during all Facebook services. 

Thank-you so much for all the cards, phone 

calls and visits while I was in the hospital 

and at home following my fall resulting in  

a fractured pelvis.  Thanks to all members 

who helped Donna and Bonnie to host 

Luka’s baptism reception.  Joan Pearson 
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Drew Gerken  
will graduate from UCCS 

with his BSN. He is  
hoping to transfer within 
the UCHealth system in 

the Loveland area. 

Erich Dorn I will graduate from CSU in Fort Collins in May, with my Masters of        

Business Administration (MBA). Though, commencement ceremonies have been postponed 
to December. The past 21 months have flown by; as the cliche goes: “the days are long but 
the years are short.” It is one of the hardest and most worthwhile things I have done, and I 

am so glad I had the courage to start and to push through to the end (while also working full 
time). I will continue to work at Centennial BOCES in Greeley as a Business Services                        

Coordinator. And I also plan to get back into running and hiking more, as I should finally 
have the time and energy to do those activities.   

Reid Ernst 
I will be graduating from Colorado State University this 
spring with a major in Soil and Crop Sciences and two 
minors of Soil Resources & Conservation and 
Soil Science. Following graduation I will be going to 
work for Anderson Wheat Farms in Haxtun, CO. There 
I will be assisting with agronomy work and working as 
a farm hand. During my time at CSU, I was heavily  
involved in FarmHouse Fraternity where I served as 
Community Service Chair, Director of Administration, 
and President. I was also involved in Agronomy Club 
and Farm Bureau.  

Brook 
Mortensen 

is graduating from Pikes 
Peak Community  

College to be a dental 
assistant. 

Emma 
Mortensen 

 is graduating from 
Texas Tec with a  

degree in  
animal science. 

Audrey Hoffman will graduate 

in May 2020 from Colorado State  
University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Development and Family Studies 
with concentration in Early Childhood 
Professions. Immediately after graduation 
she will begin a masters degree in  
elementary education with licensure at 
University of Northern Colorado.  She 
then plans to return to Fort Morgan and 
teach grades K-6.   

Her parents are Mark and Vickie.  
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  

GENERAL FUND 

   Balance February 29, 2020           ($ 15.82) 

   March Receipts                  $  7,309.88 

   March Disbursements                         ($ 6,242.04) 

BALANCE MARCH 31, 2020                  $ 1,052.02 

Esther Wyatt has graciously donated several series of Guidepost books to our library.  

These books are easy reading mysteries and God centered.  They are north of the                   

checkout table in the library.  If you choose to check out some of them just sign the                   

paper on the table with your name and the title of each book.  When you return them,  

just cross off your name. 

Worship Opportunities 
Facebook Live  

8:30 a.m.  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

10:30 a.m.  
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Videos will remain on the page for later viewing. 
 

Tune into 
B106 (106.3 FM) Around 10:25 a.m. 
KSIR (1010 AM) Around 11:25 a.m. 
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Despite social distancing, this has been a busy 
month for the Christian Education Department. We 
continue to have weekly Sunday School via Zoom at 
9:30 am. This time usually includes a read aloud, 
games, and a Bible lesson. About 24 Sunday school 
participants received all craft supplies for each 
week's Bible lessons as well as a special basket from 
the Easter Bunny thanks to our “Delivery Angels.” A 
special thank you to these “Angels” who have made 
this a joyous time to spread God’s news! 

New to Christian Ed is our Facebook page. This has 
been a great place for us to interact with children 

and adults. Each week we post a live Bible lesson using kid friendly language. Here we have 
had Skippy the Shepherd boy teach us about the true meaning of Easter as we walked 
through Jesus’s last days. Ernie and Arlene (Zoey Sneed and Landon Crispin) also helped us 
to understand Easter with a weekly Resurrection Eggs skit. We are excited to be continuing 
to use this platform to stay connected with some new fun activities and videos! Follow us on 
Facebook by liking our page, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Christian Education. 

 Send your kids on a mountaintop adventure! 

At Rocky Railway VBS, kids discover Jesus’ power can pull them 
through life’s ups and downs. Rocky Railway is filled with                    
incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and 
even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building games, cool 
Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout                 
activities that help faith flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids 
discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something 
we call God Sightings®. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot! 

 Vacation Bible School 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

July 13th—17th 
5:30 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Brooke George    2nd 

Jace Mortensen   3rd 

Kenny Bostrom    12th 

Ted Pearson    16th 

Ed Hansen    19th 

Corinne Bostrom   26th 

Steve Rohde    26th 

Judy Mortensen   27th 

Janet Krohn    28th 

Gilbert Perry    31st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave & Andrea Strand  3rd 

Kenny & Karen Temple  28th 

Ted & Joan Pearson   31st 

   

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Keith Robertson   1st 

Braxsen Canfield   3rd 

Elizabeth Liston   3rd 

Tiffany Jorgensen   11th 

Ron Seiler     20th 

Eilene Fritzler    22nd 

Tanner Schafer    23rd 

Gary Foos     27th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josh & Ashley Bristol  3rd 

Marvin & Wanda Rosten  19th 

Mark & Vickie Hoffman  28th 

Bob & Margie Dorn   31st 

 
Please call the church office if we have missed anyone or if there is an error. 

May  

Anniversaries 
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Friday, May 1st 

Psalm 23 

Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20 

1 Peter 2:13-17 

 

Saturday, May 2nd 

Psalm 23 

Ezekiel 34:1-16 

Luke 15:1-7 

 

Sunday, May 3rd 

Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

 

Monday, May 4th 

Psalm 100 

Ezekiel 34:17-23 

1 Peter 5:1-5 

 

Tuesday, May 5th 

Psalm 100 

Ezekiel 34:23-31 

Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

Wednesday, May 6th 

Psalm 100 

Jeremiah 23:1-8 

Matthew 20:17-28 

 

Thursday, May 7th 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Acts 6:8-15 

 

Friday, May 8th 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Exodus 3:1-12 

Acts 7:1-16 

 

 

Saturday, May 9th 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Jeremiah 26:20-24 

John 8:48-59 

 

Sunday, May 10th 

Acts 7:55-60 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

John 14:1-14 

 

Monday, May 11th 

Psalm 102:1-17 

Exodus 13:17-22 

Acts 7:17-40 

 

Tuesday, May 12th 

Psalm 102:1-17 

Proverbs 3:5-12 

Acts 7:44-56 

 

Wednesday, May 13th 

Psalm 102:1-17 

Proverbs 3:13-18 

John 8:31-38 

 

Thursday, May 14th 

Psalm 66:8-20 

Genesis 6:5-22 

Acts 27:1-12 

 

Friday, May 15th 

Psalm 66:8-20 

Genesis 7:1-24 

Acts 27:13-38 

 

Saturday, May 16th 

Psalm 66:8-20 

Genesis 8:13-19 

John 14:27-29 

 

 

Sunday, May 17th 

Acts 17:22-31 

Psalm 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

 

Monday, May 18th 

Psalm 93 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Acts 27:39-44 

 

Tuesday, May 19th 

Psalm 93 

Deuteronomy 5:22-33 

1 Peter 3:8-12 

 

Wednesday, May 20th 

Psalm 93 

Deuteronomy 31:1-13 

John 16:16-24 

 

Thursday, May 21st 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

 

Friday, May 22nd 

Psalm 93 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Ephesians 2:1-7 

 

Saturday, May 23rd 

Psalm 93 

2 Kings 2:13-15 

John 8:21-30 

 

Sunday, May 24th 

Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 25th 

Psalm 99 

Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24 

1 Peter 4:1-6 

 

Tuesday, May 26th 

Psalm 99 

Numbers 16:41-50 

1 Peter 4:7-11 

 

Wednesday, May 27th 

Psalm 99 

1 Kings 8:54-65 

John 3:31-36 

 

Thursday, May 28th 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Exodus 19:1-9a 

Acts 2:1-11 

 

Friday, May 29th 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Exodus 19:16-25 

Romans 8:14-17 

 

Saturday, May 30th 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Exodus 20:1-21 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Sunday, May 31st 

Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  

John 20:19-23  

Daily Readings 

May 
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BLCOR JOINT MEETING 

APRIL 15, 2020 

Present: Pastor Wade Brinkopf,  Barb Brandenburg, Jody DeKorte, Joan Pearson, Todd Morgan, Kim Redden, 
Allyn Wind, Pat Chase, Carri Brown, Roxie Larson, Margie Dorn, Eric Walek, Terresa Lauck, Karen Temple, 
Melissa Ruppel 

Meeting was called to order by Carri Brown and Barb Brandenburg 

Devotions: Pastor Brinkopf  

Pastoral Wellbeing: 

Doing services without congregation members is hard and weighs heavily; 

Congregations are responding well in this crisis; LCOR posting Christian Education; BLC and LCOR using phone 
tree to check on people and help with individual needs; Northern Counties Council was held by using internet 
ZOOM  

Change of service times:   
Discussed 

Joint treasurer’s financial report: 
Motion to accept Joint Treasurer’s report by Karen, Todd seconded; motion passed 

Future Adjustments: 
Insurance cost reduction discussed and tabled until correct amount is known and the joint finance committee 
can meet and come up with a proposed adjustment. 

Online services discussed 

Motion by Melissa to have one Facebook site for BLCOR and one service each week, Karen seconded;                
motion passed 

Broadcasting sites from both churches and needed internet connections discussed 

Services through use of ZOOM with possibility of member participation as well continued use for council and 
other meetings, discussed 

Motion by Margie to pay monthly cost of $14.99 to use ZOOM for a month maybe longer, seconded and 
passed 

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer 

Next Joint council meeting July 8, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at BLC 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pat Chase, Secretary 

Please pray for the following who have been submitted to our 

prayer list:   Krystal Ginther, Dick Ruppel, Glenn Dahl, Chris 

Schott, Ashley Bristol, Daniel Wood, Sharon George, John 

Turner, Gene Kautz, Glenna Newport, Dan Strand, Charlene 

Holzworth, and Kari Linker. 
Please remember that names are kept on our prayer list for three 

weeks, and then removed.  If you would like for someone to be 

kept on our  ongoing list, please let Terresa know.   
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

Congregational Council Minutes  

April 16, 2020 

  

Present: Joan Pearson, Pat Chase, Barb Brandenburg, Todd and Donna Morgan, Jim Christensen, Kim     

Redden, Jody DeKorte, Allyn Wind, Pastor Brinkopf 

Opening devotion and prayer: Pastor Brinkopf 

Meeting called to order: President Barb Brandenburg 

Minutes: March 2020 minutes accepted as presented  

Treasurers/Financial Secretaries Reports:  Motion to accept Treasurer’s report as presented S/P 

PPP Application progress/logistics discussed 

Communications: 

Terry Larsen’s grandmother, Inez Schwanke, passed away April 9th; 2020; memorial service at a later  

time Deb Johnson’s mother, Colleen Gower, passed away April 15, 2020 

Pastor’s report:  Pastor has been working on video communications for sermons and meetings; Pastor is  

covering BLC office while Terresa is covering LCOR office during the stay at home order; phone calls are  

forwarded to Terresa’s phone when Pastor is not in BLC office; Refer to Pastor Report for additional info.  

Old Business:  

Maintenance and repair: We are still waiting on roof replacement work; Greg Dardanes bid on removal of  

three trees, tabled until information from the city regarding tree ownership is received; Needen’s Lawn  

Service fertilized lawns at church and parsonage 

Motion to hire Zachary Redden again this summer to mow yards, S/P 

Motion to pay Zachary Redden $15 each time he mows S/P 

Security System: discussed, no purchase yet; technology system discussed; some updating will be needed 

within the next year  

BLC Women’s report: Chris and Barb mailed cards; Sunshine committee members making calls and sending 

cards;     

Contract for Garnet: tabled  

Piano/Organist for 10:30 service: discussed 

New Business: 

Easter virtual service discussed 

BLCOR Joint virtual Council Meeting was held April 15, 2020 

Continued Virtual Sunday Services discussed 

2020 Graduates will be recognized and listed in May Newsletter  

Other Business for the good of the order:  

Next council meeting: May 14, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

Deacon for May: Marsha Mills 

Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully Submitted 

Pat Chase, Secretary 
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Congregational Council Meeting Minutes 

April 7, 2020 

 

The Congregational Council of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer met on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at 5:30 

p.m. using Zoom, an online meeting. 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Carri Brown. 

In Attendance: Carri Brown, Karen Crews, Margie Dorn, Roxie Larson, Melissa Ruppel, Karen Temple, and 

Eric Walek.  

Pastor Wade Brinkopf and Terresa Lauck were also in attendance. 

Absent:  Brenda Gallegos 

Opening Devotions: Pastor Wade Brinkopf 

Additions/Changes to the agenda:   

    Congregation Input:  a. Communion during virus self-containment 

    New Business: a. Adopt A Small Business     b. Communication with members/committees 

    Finances: Discussion/Concerns 

    Other Reports: a. Altar Care    b. Custodial Staff Report   c. Thrivent Easter Breakfast update 

Motion was made by Karen T. and seconded by Karen C. to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.  

Congregational Input: Discussion was held regarding communion being offered virtually online during the 

self-containment. At the recommendation of the ELCA, Pastor Wade stated that communion will not be         

offered during this time. 

Minutes:  The March 3, 2020, congregational council minutes were presented.  Motion was made by Karen T. 

and seconded by Karen C. to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  March’s financial reports were presented.  The last offering deposit was made by       

Terresa and Pastor Wade on March 25, 2020.  Seven checks have been received by the church office as of     

today.  Discussion was held regarding the deposit of the offering checks.  Motion was made by Margie and 

seconded by Eric for Pastor Wade and Terresa to continue the deposits for this time of self-containment with 

checks and deposit slips being copied for a paper trail for accountability.  Motion carried.  The Payroll            

Protection Plan offered by the ELCA was discussed.  The council presidents of LCOR and BLC, Terresa, and 

Pastor Wade agreed that application should be made.  Application has been submitted to cover the monthly 

payroll of the pastor, organists, administrative assistant, custodians, and church treasurer.  Offering of 

$1,750.00 through Thrivent Financial In Faith has been received.  The additional amount of matching funds of 

$875.00 will be received this summer.  Discussion was held regarding the possibility of a letter to members 

with the consensus to wait at this point.  A thank you was stated to Pastor Wade for his tactful, yet effective 

messages about offerings during the online worship services. 

Motion was made by Karen C. and seconded by Karen T. to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  

Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  

Pastor Wade reported that this past month has been a “learning curve”.  Learning to do Facebook worship     

services, record radio broadcasts, learning to conduct the Bible studies using Zoom, and the social distancing 

of having the church closed has required new talents and learning new skills. BLCOR Class – Thursday       

evenings @ 6:00 p.m. using Exploring the Bible using Zoom.  The April 9 Bible study using Zoom will be 

after the worship service at about 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday – April 9 @ 6:00 p.m. and Good Friday – April 

10 @ 6:00 p.m. worship services using Facebook.   Easter – April 12 with 8:30 a.m. for BLC and 10:30 a.m. 

for LCOR using Facebook.  Radio broadcasts will be available on the local radio stations.  The Men’s Bible 
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Study on Fridays, April 10 and April 24 at 6:30 a.m. using Zoom.  Church councils and joint councils will 

meet using Zoom on their respective dates.  Zoom has waived all costs for unlimited minutes for church 

council meetings. 

President’s Report:  Joint Council will meet Wednesday, April 15 at 6:30 p.m. using Zoom.  There is the 

possibility of a council member moving from the area. 

Old Business: 

     Easter Worship services: Using Facebook, worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

New Business: 

    Adopt A Small Business:  Discussion was held about adopting a small local business to support during 

this time.  Action was tabled. 

    Communication with Members/Committees:  Discussion was held regarding the methods that the 

church can use to communicate effectively during this time.  Calling all members using the Wellness Calling 

Group was discussed. 

Building Use Requests: None. 

Other Reports: 

Altar Care: The eternal candle will not be refilled during this time. 

Custodial Staff Report: Minimal cleaning and checking of the building by the custodians will be done at no 

cost during this self-containment time. 

Thrivent Easter Breakfast $250 Project: Thrivent has emailed stating that the project has been extended 

until June 30. 

Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer 

Next meeting:  Thursday, May 7, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marjorie Dorn, Congregational Council Secretary 

We hope you and the members of your congregations are staying healthy and safe during this community 
health crisis.  At the Morgan County Family Center, our advocates continue to offer support to our local         
families most critically affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  We know that as leaders of the Faith                     
Community, you have established a depth of trust and breadth of outreach in Morgan County.  At this critical 
time, we ask that you might use those connections and systems of communication to help us better reach all 
residents of our community.  Our outreach message, is available here in English, Spanish and Somali: 

Morgan County Family Center offers emergency financial support to members of the community, such as rent 
and utility assistance plus other emergency assistance as funding allows. Advocates are available to help 
folks out with applications for public benefits, insurance, disability, etc. and answer questions about available 
local resources.   We are able to help over the telephone or through video conferences. If you need help, call 
us at 970-867-9606 between 8 am - 5 pm, Monday - Friday. If you don’t speak English or Spanish, please say 
“interpreter” and wait for our operator to connect you to interpretation services. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to work with you toward a shared goal of supporting and keeping safe the 
members of our community. 

Best, 
Mary Gross and Sue Boyett 
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Like Lutheran Church of  

Our Redeemer on Facebook! 

Check out our website at www.lcorelca.org 

LCOR Congregation Council Members & Officers 
The Congregation Council is the core leadership body of the congregation. They are 

charged with overseeing and directing the life and mission of our church. We encourage 

you to talk with them!  Please pray for their ministry as they provide leadership to LCOR. 

Carri Brown, President 483-6140 

Eric Walek, Vice-President 867-9288 

Margie Dorn, Secretary 867-5378 

Karen Crews 720-338-0925 

Brenda Gallegos 370-0895 

Roxie Larson 970-467-2894 

Melissa Ruppel 303-472-2054 

Karen Temple 842-4310 

Terresa Lauck, Treasurer 768-3143 

 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

BLC Congregation Council Members & Officers 
Congregation Council is the core leadership body of the congregation, charged with overseeing and 

directing the life and mission of our church. We encourage you to talk with them!  Please pray for 

their ministry as they provide leadership to BLC. 

Barb Brandenburg - President, 842- 4081 

Joan Pearson, Vice-President, 867-6188 

Pat Chase - Secretary, 768-7665 

Kim Redden – Treasurer, 380-9727 

Jim Christensen, 768-6576 

Jody DeKorte 867-2238 

Donna Morgan, 842-2596 

Todd Morgan, 842-2596 

Allyn Wind, 842-4313 
 

Like Bethlehem Lutheran Church On Facebook!

www.facebook.com/bethlehemlutheranbrush 

NEXT 
COUNCIL 

MEETING 

LCOR 

Thursday, May 7th 
5:30 p.m. 

BLC 

Thursday, May 14th 
6:30 p.m. 
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