
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Dark Sky Living 

 

When we lived in Pueblo West (PW) we were 

introduced to a new concept, “artificial light 

pollution”.  Folks in PW moved there to enjoy the 

great outdoors and in particular the brilliant array 

of stars at night.  Often there was Dark Sky 

Initiatives being considered by the local govern-

ment.  Too many folks had too many bright yard 

lights.  The city streets have no street lights. 

Good luck taking a stroll at midnight. 
 

If you've ever spent a night out in the desert, one 

of the things that immediately caught your 

attention was the multitude of stars you could see 

at night.  Out there, the Milky Way is not a candy 

bar, but a visible band of stars and planets that 

causes many observers to contemplate their 

finitude.  This is a unique experience of the vast 

and expanding universe of God's creation. 
 

Two-thirds of the world's population lives in areas 

where "light pollution" obscures the night sky.  We 

light up everything from parking lots to construc-

tion lots, from backyards to schoolyards.  Accord-

ing to the International Dark-Sky Association, 

most of that light is unnecessary and wastes more 

than $2.2 billion annually in electricity.  
 

The American Medical Association reported that 

widespread use of artificial light messes with our  

circadian rhythms, leading to many destructive 

diseases and disorders.  Animals are affected as 

well because light pollution causes disruptions in  

patterns of sleep, migration and mating.  Humans, animals, the environment are all in jeopardy 

because we want to make our world brighter. 
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The apostle Paul encourages us to cut down on the things that prevent us from seeing and 

pursuing the bright light of Christ and his resurrection.  But here is a really curious thing: We 
may need darkness to see light. 
 

For Paul there was one light that shone so brightly that it made everything else in his life seem 

dark and insignificant by comparison.  Paul wrote to the Philippians from the darkness of a 

Roman prison.  Yet, even in the darkness of suffering and imprisonment, Paul's letter is 

illuminated with joy -- a joy found in "the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14). 
 

Paul's joy and the illumination of God's revelation in Christ were only made visible in Paul's life 

after he switched off some other lesser lights that had dominated his world.  Before being 

blinded by the light of the risen Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), Paul had relied on the 

bright spots of his resume as a Pharisee to light his path.  Paul was a shining example of a pious 

Jew who could light up a room with his zeal for the law.  But when Paul was blinded by the light 

of the risen Christ, all of those lesser lights went dark for him.  Whatever gains I had," he said, 

"I have come to regard as loss because of Christ" (Phil. 3:7). 
 

Paul was willing to let everything else go dark to capture the vision of Christ's ultimate 

resurrection light.  He hadn't yet attained the goal, but was pressing toward it because Christ 

had "made me his own" (3:12).  All the previous lights he had relied on were now switched off so 

that the apostle could "press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 

Christ Jesus" (3:13-14).  
 

There are plenty of lesser lights that capture our attention and cause us to miss the bigger 

picture of Christ's resurrection life.  We can get caught up in our own spiritual resumes, like 

Paul.  Whether that is our denominational tradition, our faithful church attendance, what we 

have given up for the church or even our previous experiences.  None of the old way, no matter 

how nostalgic or sentimental, is worth comparing to the road we have ahead of us in pressing on 

to the high calling of Christ and his resurrection.  However bright those lights are, they must 

become dark in Light of the brightness of Christ.  
 

To follow Christ requires a willingness to enter into the darkness of suffering love for Christ 

and with others, in order to experience God's light in our lives. 
 

The International Dark-Sky Association encourages us to turn down the lights so that we might 

not only be healthier, but so that we might see the full goodness of God's vast creation.  When 

we are willing to turn down and tone down all those things that prevent us from experiencing the 

light of Christ's resurrection in our own lives, we not only become 

healthier spiritually, but we also find the ultimate purpose and goal 

of our lives.  
 

Jesus himself says this to us: "I am the light of the world.”  And in turn 

he calls us to be lights in the world.  We are to reflect Christ’s glory in 

all we do and where we go.  
 

Peace, 

Pastor Wes                                                       2 



Please pray for the following who have been submitted to 

our prayer list:  Lezlie Evel, Annie Jo Green, Mikala Harmon, 

Chelbi Holt, Virginia Johnson, Dan Kolpin, Jim Kolpin, Dick 

Mai, Jace Montel, Ellen & Steven Olson, Jena Parker, Robin, 

Steve Scannell, Ron Seiler, Courtney Taylor, Erica Ward, 

and Ruth Wickham. 
 

We thank you for making time to pray for us.  We sincerely 

appreciate it and may God bless you!  Please remember that 

names are kept on our prayer list for three weeks, and then 

removed.  If you would like for someone to be kept on our ongoing list, please let Vickie know.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delette, Elsie, and Betty 
working on their current 

project – a fun Halloween quilt! 
 
 

3 

 
 

WELCA Coordinating Council will meet Oct. 2 at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Lydia Circle will meet with Naomi Circle on Oct. 9 at 1:00 p.m., Ruth, hostess. 
 

Sewing day is Oct. 19 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Our circles are a great way to get to know other women in the congregation while growing in 
your faith through conversation and study!   

We could sure use your help on sewing day.  Whether you like to cut out squares or sew 
pieces together, we need some extra hands for making the quilts that are given to those who 

need a warm blanket.   
Come and join in! 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer and Bethlehem Lutheran Church recently 

had a friendly competition, with Rising Up of Ft. Morgan and the food bank in 

Brush, benefiting from the contest.  Between World Hunger Sunday and Gods 

Work. Our Hands. Sunday, a period of two weeks, members of both congrega-

tions brought in food items to donate.  The contest was to 

see which congregation could bring in the most pounds of 

food.   
 

After worship on September 10, Pastor Wes weighed the 

food that had been brought in.  A total of 905 pounds of 

food was donated, with LCOR contributions weighing in at 

478 pounds and BLC's weighing in at 427 pounds.   

 

The actual winners were Rising Up, the food bank, and those in need in Morgan County! 

Christ’s Church, Better Together! 
by Rowana Ernst 

 
 

Dear Friends at Bethlehem and Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 
 

Words cannot adequately express our gratitude to all of you for our years spent together, the 
wonderful cards and gifts, potlucks with wonderful food, and the help in moving that so many of 
you provided.  We are grateful to those of you who were willing to help us by providing new 
homes for our possessions that we were unable to fit into our trucks.  We were able to move our 
things into our house here in Detroit on August 17th, and close on the 18th.  We are somewhat 
settled, but still have dozens of boxes in the garage needing unpacking.   
 

We are back at Trinity Lutheran Church, which we served before coming to Brush.  Ray is attending 
men's Bible study on Tuesday mornings and Kathy (her Minnesota name) is playing in the bell choir 
and singing in the vocal choir.  We miss you and our son and his family, and pray for  you all daily.  
May God keep you all in His Grace.  Our Address:  1966 Middle Creek Rd., Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. 
 

Yours in Christ Jesus,   
Pastor Ray and Kathryn Larson 
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All Saints’ Sunday is November 5.     

Please give Vickie the names of those who you would like for us to remember in our 

 worship service, by Friday, October 27. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1966+Middle+Creek+Rd.+Detroit+Lakes,+MN+56501&entry=gmail&source=g


 
 

 

Please join us in a potluck meal on Pastor Appreciation Sunday, Oct. 8, 

following our 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Please bring along a dish or two   

to pass, and remember to add this event to your calendar! 
 

 
Pastor Wes – God bless you for the time you give, the work you do, and the care you offer! 

 
 

 

   
 

 

Our churchwide work day is Saturday, October 14, at 9:00 a.m.  WELCA will be providing a 

delicious lunch for all in attendance.  There will be jobs for ALL ages of people, including youth, 

women, and men!  We have jobs that need to be done both inside the church building, and out-

side on the church grounds.  Bring your work gloves, yard tools, hats, sunscreen, and lots of 

energy.   
 

The more members who attend and participate, the more we will get accomplished.  We 

schedule just two work days a year, so please put this on your calendars now.  We have fun while 

we work, and always great fellowship with our church family.  Plan now to attend! 
 

 
 

The Worship and Music Committee is asking for congregation members to help 

with hymn selection.  Look for the small red box on the table in the narthex 

and write down some of your favorite hymns that you would like for us to sing 

during worship.   

Thanks for sharing your favorite hymns with us!  
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The annual rummage sale of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer has been a community outreach 

project, along with being a very successful financial project for LCOR for the past 55 years.  

Began as a method to support the church in its early years and to provide clothing and useable 

items to the community, this event has reached MANY people.  Without the involvement of 

these women, their spouses, and additional men and youth, this wonderful project, begun in 

1962, has provided the following … 

Donations to: 

 Caring Ministries, now Rising up 

 Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 Oaks Indian Mission 

 MOSIAC ( Martin Luther Home) 

 Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

 World Hunger 

 COMOM (dental assistance project) 

 ELCA Disaster Relief and Relief 

Projects 

 Pastor’s Discretionary Funds 

 LCOR’s Youth Group 

 Additional organizations over the 

years 

 

Gifts and Events: 

 Pastor appreciation in October each year 

 Pastor installation gifts/receptions 

 Defray costs of funeral meals/luncheons 

 Gifts/cake receptions for high school seniors 

 Gifts/Lutheran handbooks for confirmation students 

 Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gifts and events 

 Valentine’s Day cards and gift cards to college students 

 Additional gifts and events over the years 
 

Supplies: 

 Supplies for Holy Week breakfasts/Lenten week soup suppers, clean up work days, etc. 

 Kitchen supplies of coffee, tea, napkins, plates, bowls, cups, condiments, cleaning supplies, 

trash bags, dishes, etc. 
 

WELCA wishes to inform the congregations of the areas the profits from the sale are used.  

We wish to INVITE ALL of the LCOR women, men, and youth to participate in this successful 

event.  With the possibility of the rummage sale ending in the future, OTHER means would be 

needed for raising funds for these events and gifts listed above. 
 

Thank you for reading! 
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Treasurer’s Financial Report 
 
 
 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
    Financial Report 

   

Giving Goal for 2017 
  

$104,128.00 
August 2017 

        

     

General Fund 

   General Fund 
   

Weekly Need $       2,002.46 
Balance Forward 

 
$       1,369.55  

 
Year to Date Need 

  
           69,418.67 

Total Receipts 
 

 14,319.00 
 

Offering Received Year to Date 
 

           53,801.18 

Total Disbursements  (12,098.09) 
 

Surplus (Deficit) to Budget 
 

 $   (15,617.49) 

Balance End of Month $    3,590.46    
    

     

General Fund & Savings Account 

 Savings Account 
  

Year to Date Cash Receipts $    59,306.71   

Balance Forward 
 

$55,525.92 
 

Year to Date Cash Disbursements 
  

           (71,004.35) 

Total Receipts 
 

6.71 
 

Surplus (Deficit) 
  

$      (11,697.64)    

Total Disbursements (5,000.00)     
    

Balance End of Month               $50,532.63  
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   LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER 

 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH MORGAN FEDERAL BANK 

 
FUNDS BREAKDOWN AS OF 8-31-17 

MEMORIAL FUND 
   

 $       4,507.53 
 

       ANNIVERSARY FUND 
   

 $         842.97  
 BUILDING EMERGENCY FUND 

  
 $      5,800.00  

 BALANCE OF CHURCH MUTUAL INS PROCEEDS* 

 
 $    29,494.45 

 PARISH NURSES FUND 
  

 $           50.00  
 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  $           40.00  

TEAM GARDEN  $        691.13  

SUNDAY SCHOOL/VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  $          56.38 
 GENERAL FUND (INCL. INTEREST EARNED) 

 
 $   17,148.16 

 TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE (Checking & Savings) 
  

 $   54,123.09 
 

*CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE PROCEEDS TOTALED $50,391.13 AND HAS CAPITAL EXPENDITURES OF $20,896.68 
SUBTRACTED FROM THAT FUND.  CAPITAL EXPENDITURES INCLUDE IMPROVEMENTS TO GUTTERS, FACIA, CHURCH 
PARKING LOT, AND THE BOILER SYSTEM. 

 



The youth group is back in action and 

raising funds for YG events this fall!   

 

We will be hosting a walking taco bar 

on Sunday, Oct. 15 following worship. 

You may have had walking tacos at 

county fairs or sporting events. 

They’re so delicious—your favorite 

corn chip paired with your favorite 

taco toppings.  Please join us! 

 

 

 
Oct. 21  

7:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
Cost $4.00 

 

'Tis the season for corn mazes, horror movies and spooktacular haunted houses.  When the sun 

goes down Saturday, Oct. 21, be prepared to be terrified!  LCOR youth group will be hosting a 

haunted house at the church for ONE NIGHT ONLY! 
 

In preparation for this scary event, we are looking to borrow Halloween decorations, as well as 

help with decorating, and volunteers to help during the event.  Specific items we’re in need of: 
 

·   smoke machines 

·   Halloween music 

·   full length skeletons 

·   dried corn stalks 

·   room divider screens 

·   hay bales 

 
Proceeds will benefit community service work by our youth group.  Please contact Katie Barron 

if you have items to lend, or are interested in helping, at barronkt@hotmail.com or 867-1181. 
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This month I want to tell about the other three books donated by Margie Dorn for our library. 

Thank you, Margie for these gifts!  All three are devotion books, but two are intended for 

teachers and one is for moms. 
 

(248.8 Joh)  “Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms” is written by Barbara Johnson, founder 

of Spatula Ministries.  This book was written in 1986, but the problems this mother has faced 

are just as fresh today.  Her husband was in a terrible car accident, causing brain damage.  She 

lost a son to the war in Vietnam.  She has another son who came out as being homosexual.  These 

are just three of the things she faced.  Her book is laid out with a chapter per month.  She is 

helping parents who are handling difficult family situations through a revitalizing program which 

is hope-filled.  She encourages the reader to treat each day as a fresh start, trusting that God 

will give us hope over depression. 
 

(242 War) “Who Will Be My Teacher?: Affirming Devotions for Teachers” is written by 

Marjory Goldfinch Ward.  Ward has a weekly devotion starting in August and ending in June. 

They are based on issues that concern teachers such as discipline, special needs students, 

patience, stress, as well as faithfulness to their profession and God.  She also shares personal 

anecdotes.  She notes that teachers always learn from others, including administrators, other 

teachers, God, and even students.   
 

(370 Car) “Apples & Chalkdust: Inspirational Stories and Encouragement for Teachers” is 

written by Vicki Caruana.  I like this quote in her introduction:  “We teachers share a special 

bond.  It is this bond, our shared passion for touching our students’ lives, that enables us to 

understand each other.  And through this understanding, we are able to offer each other 

friendship, expertise, and strength.”  Each two page spread includes a quote, a story, and a 

message to move forward.  This is has some biblical citations but is more secular than Ward’s 

book. 
 

Roxie Larson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9



October Daily Readings 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so that the days leading 

up to Sunday prepare for the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday reflect upon the Sunday readings. 
 

Oct. 1  

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 

 

Oct. 2 

Psalm 28 

Judges 14:1-20 

Philippians 1:3-14 

 

Oct. 3 

Psalm 28 

Judges 16:1-22 

Philippians 1:15-21 

 

Oct. 4 

Psalm 28 

Judges 16:23-31 

Matthew 9:2-8 

 

Oct. 5 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Jeremiah 2:14-22 

Colossians 2:16-23 

 

Oct. 6 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Jeremiah 2:23-37 

Philippians 2:14-18; 

3:1-4a 

 

 

 

Oct. 7 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Jeremiah 6:1-10 

John 7:40-52 

 

Oct. 8  

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

Oct. 9 

Psalm 144 

Ezekiel 19:10-14 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

 

Oct. 10 

Psalm 144 

Isaiah 27:1-6 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 

Oct. 11 

Psalm 144 
Song of Solomon 8:5-14 

John 11:45-57 

 

Oct. 12 

Psalm 23 

Isaiah 22:1-8a 

1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 13 

Psalm 23 

Isaiah 22:8b-14 

James 4:4-10 

 

Oct. 14 

Psalm 23 

Isaiah 24:17-23 

Mark 2:18-22 

 

Oct. 15  

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Oct. 16 

Psalm 34 

Exodus 19:7-20 

Jude 17-25 

 

Oct. 17 

Psalm 34 

Amos 9:5-15 

Philippians 3:13—4:1 

 

Oct. 18 

Psalm 34 

Song of Solomon 

7:10—8:4 

John 6:25-35 

 

 

 

Oct. 19 

Psalm 96:1-13 

Judges 17:1-6 

3 John 9-12 

 

Oct. 20 

Psalm 96:1-13 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

1 Peter 5:1-5 

 

Oct. 21 

Psalm 96:1-13 

Isaiah 14:3-11 

Matthew 14:1-12 

 

Oct. 22 

Isaiah 45:1-7 

Psalm 96:1-13 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Oct. 23 

Psalm 98 

Daniel 3:1-18 
Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20 

 

Oct. 24 

Psalm 98 

Daniel 3:19-30 

Revelation 18:21-24 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 25 

Psalm 98 

Daniel 6:1-28 

Matthew 17:22-27 
 

Oct. 26 

Psalm 1 

Numbers 5:5-10 

Titus 1:5-16 
 

Oct. 27 

Psalm 1 

Deut. 9:25—10:5 

Titus 2:7-8, 11-15 
 

Oct. 28 

Psalm 1 

Proverbs 24:23-34 

John 5:39-47 
 

Oct. 29  

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

Psalm 1 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Oct. 30 

Psalm 119:41-48 

Deut. 6:1-9, 20-25 

James 2:8-13 
 

Oct. 31 

Psalm 119:41-48 

Deuteronomy 10:10-22 

James 2:14-26 



 
 
 
 
Lectors 
Oct. 1: Lois Goodman 
Oct. 8: Margie Dorn 
Oct. 15: Rockie Ernst 

Oct. 22: Joyce Dunbar 
Oct. 29: Katie Barron 

 

Acolytes 

Oct. 1: Taryn Wickham 
Oct. 8: Allie Lauck 

Oct. 15: Stefanie Liston 
Oct. 22: Myer Wickham 

Oct. 29: Kristen Frasco 
 

Ushers/Greeters 
Oct. 1: Marvin & Wanda Rosten 

Oct. 8: Gary Kolpin/Roxie Larson 
Oct. 15: Rick & Lois Goodman 
Oct. 22: Emma Jorgensen 

Oct. 29: Gene & Vicki Fritzler 

 
Fellowship Hosts  
Oct. 1: Karen Liston  

Oct. 8: Pastor Appreciation Potluck 
Oct. 15: Youth Group Walking Taco Bar 

Oct. 22: Margie Dorn 

Oct. 29: Diane Nicklas 
 

Communion Assistants 
Oct. 1: Wanda Rosten 

Oct. 8: Amber Lauck 
Oct. 15: Joyce Dunbar 

Oct. 22: Lois Goodman 
Oct. 29:  
  

Council Steward 
Amber Lauck 
 

We thank those who offer their gifts 

in leading worship this month! 
 

 

 
www.facebook.com/lcorfortmorgan 

            
 
 
 

 

                                                             
Happy Birthday To:  
Jaxton Canfield   10-01 
Gene Fritzler   10-07 

Dave Jorgensen   10-09 
Brad Wickham   10-12 

Karen Crews   10-15 
Cody Gerken   10-15 
Taryn Wickham   10-17 

Ann Hansen   10-18 
Amber Canfield   10-18 

Heather Brown   10-19 
Cody Davis    10-22 
Roger Iverson   10-30 

 

Happy Anniversary To:  
Brad & Marci Wickham  10-02 
Gary & Carol Foos  10-07 

Lloyd & Karen Crews  10-11 
Wayne & Sharroll Bernahl 10-11 

Dick & Barbara Mai  10-18 
Duane & Elsie Menken  10-19 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Christian Ed Committee 
17

th
 Sunday after Pentecost  (green) 

2 
3:30 p.m. 
WELCA 

Co-Council 
 

3 4 
5:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Pastor Appreciation Potluck Lunch 

  18
th
 Sunday after Pentecost  (green) 

 

9 
1:00 p.m. 

Lydia Circle, 
Ruth Wickham, 

hostess 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Congregation 

Council 

10 
 

11 
5:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

 

13 
 

14 
9:00 a.m. 

 

15  
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Blood Pressure Screening 
Stewardship Committee 
4:00 p.m. Youth Group 

  19
th
 Sunday after Pentecost  (green) 

16 
1:00 p.m. 

Evangelism 
Committee  

17 
 

18 
5:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 

19 
9:30 a.m. 

Sewing Day 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Building & Grounds Committee 
Worship & Music Committee 
20

th
 Sunday after Pentecost  (green) 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
5:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 
 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

Deadline to give 
names to Vickie for 
All Saints’ Sunday 

28 
7:00 – 10:00 p.m. 

 

29 
 9:30 a.m. Intergenerational Sunday 
School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Reformation Sunday (red) 

                                    

30 
 

 

31 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Tuesday morning & Thursday at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Fridays where needed 
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

1100 W. Platte Avenue 

Fort Morgan, CO  80701 
 

Address Service Requested 
 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer exists to learn, teach, 

and proclaim the Word of God, and to nurture one another in 

the Christian faith in order to create a worship family; serve 

our community; and build the kingdom of God. 

 


