Sunday, August 16, 2020
11th Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of
your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: A reading from Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 67
May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
2
Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
4
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations
on earth.
5
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
7
May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.
1

SECOND READING: A reading from Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 Please use your Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
APOSTLES CREED Please join with me in our Statement of Faith.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus
acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find blessing
in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth will
flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures
need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the world, now
divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make
your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for outcasts
in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation grace to find our life refreshed in you.
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints join us also with them
on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING TO GOD
OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us
one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG
DISMISSAL
SONG OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)

