Sunday, September 13, 2020
15th Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, we confess that we are
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

I Come with Joy (ELW 482)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: A reading from Genesis 50:15-21 Please use your Bibles.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13
you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9
you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13
As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.
8LORD,

SECOND READING: A reading from Romans.14:1-12 Please use your Bibles.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Please use your Bibles.
The holy gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. You
welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a place of welcome.
Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture

new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your creation.
Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your
world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to
settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. Free victims of
human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees
fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass
judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all
our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us faithfulness, for
the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you.Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING TO GOD
OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread
from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your
Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING OF THE BACK PACKS
O Lord, you who have called and equipped, teachers, students and administrators in our community, we
pray for them today. Watch over them, provide for them, guide them, and sustain them.
May you be their sun and shield, so that they might do the work that you have entrusted to them and sense
your care in these uncertain times.
Lord, you who told us that we would have trouble in this world, we confess to you our worries over things
that we cannot control in our schools and our streets, our distress over things that seem wrong.
Grant us the ability to bear with one another in love, and may the peace of Christ guard our hearts, so that
together we might trust your leading and walk in the way of unity that only the Spirit of God can make
possible. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
SENDING SONG
DISMISSAL
SONG OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)

