Sunday, September 20, 2020
16th Sunday after Pentecost
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: A reading from Jonah 3:10--4:11
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8
will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.
2
Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness.
4
One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power.
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works.
6
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness.
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
8
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
1I

SECOND READING: A reading from Philippians 1:21-30
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to Matthew 20:1-16 Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
APOSTLES CREED

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it
for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your concern,
mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and
violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and
development workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving
sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are
in need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them,
living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING TO GOD
OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

As Saints of Old (ELW 695)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
SONG OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

